The clinical evaluation of a new community psychiatric service based on general practice psychiatric clinics.
A new community psychiatric service in Nottingham based on general practice clinics was compared with a conventional hospital-orientated model. Despite providing treatment for an inner-city population of significantly greater social disadvantage, the community service was associated with similar levels of symptom morbidity as assessed by the CRPS and the SFS. It also involved greater use of day-hospital facilities, more extensive multidisciplinary care, and a commitment to longer-term follow-up of chronically ill patients. Such a model is offered as a basis for future developments of urban community psychiatric services.